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A County Librarian writes: ‘‘ I shall never be able to thank 
you sufficiently for all the trouble you have taken.”’ A New York 
Librarian writes: ‘‘ We are thoroughly satisfied in every way.” 
From an English Librarian: ‘‘ Thank you for the excellent arrange- 
ments you have made for assisting the checking at this end. I was 
most satisfied with my visit to Glasgow, which was a most successful 
one.” From a County Librarian: “ I cannot express how thankful 
I am that I got in touch with you when starting out on my work 

if it had not been for the help I received . . . IT would 
not have been able to make such a satisfactory report.” From an 


English Director of Education: ‘“ The way in which you have 
transacted the library business with my committee has been entirely 
satisfactory.’ From a Burgh Librarian: “I cannot say too much 


of the way in which our orders have received attention, and those 
who have been transacting the business have not spared them- 
selves.” From a County Librarian: “ I wish to convey my appre- 
ciation of the excellent service your firm has rendered in carrying 


out the contract with expedition and accuracy. The professional 
advice and assistance so willingly given . . . have been of the 
greatest value, and facilitated the laborious work of organising the 
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EDITORIAL. 





In our last issue we made appeals for publicity by means of wireless 
broadcasting, and we are now pleased to state that this method 
has been successfully adopted and carried out by Mr. L. Stanley 
Jast at Manchester and by Mr. G. T. Shaw at Liverpool. We 
venture to suggest, however, that the executive of the Library 
Association should approach the British Broadcasting Company 
with a view to obtaining permission for a simultaneous broadcast 
weekly on some important phase of the Library Movement. The 
Liverpool and Manchester broadcasts were a purely local venture 
and would not reach listeners-in outside a fifty-mile radius unless 
very high power instruments were used. If, however, land lines 
could be put into operation it would be possible to reach every 
portion of the British Isles, and the possessor of the smallest crystal 
set would be able to hear. Could we not persuade the Hon. Secretary 
of the Library Association to undertake the task of addressing an 
invisible audience of something over a quarter-of-a-million ? 


* * * * 


We note that the writer in the Library Association Record who 
suggested that the British Museum could do without a complete 
Subject Index has replied in the September number to our corre- 
spondent, R.A.P. He has, we are glad to see, receded from the 
exceedingly antiquated position he had apparently taken up, and 
now points out (a) that he did not mean quite as much as he said, 
and (4) that the matter is rather more complicated than our corre- 
spondent thinks. We are relieved that the excessive Toryism was 
only apparent and we are sure that R.A.P. will admit all the com- 
plications and difficulties that can be suggested. We think the 
point has been overlooked that out of the four million books in the 
British Museum at least three-and-a-half millions could be allocated 
to their subjects by any trained librarian, and that even if this 
alone were done it would place at the disposal of students much 
material which they would not be able to obtain otherwise. It is 
quite unnecessary to wait until the latest treatise on some mysterious 
topic, perhaps only existing inthe mind of the author, has received 
its technically correct subject heading or class number to render 
the great resources of the British Museum Library available to 
scholars. 

* * * * 

The views expressed by our Greek friends in “ Letters on Our 
Affairs’ under the heading of Impressions of the Conference are 
very refreshing, and it is to be hoped that these elusive people 
will continue to contribute to our columns, giving us their opinions 
on various phases of Library activities without fear or favour, as 


usual, 
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As we go to press we learn that the International Labour Office 
Authorities at Geneva are to hold an examination by selection in 
Paris, Geneva and London, for the filling of the vacant post of 
Librarian at a salary of 16,000 Swiss francs per annum. The 
examination is open to persons of any nationality and of both sexes. 

* * * * 


Two of our contributors, referring to the Publishers’ Exhibition 
at Eastbourne, lay stress on the fact that owing to lack of time many 
of the delegates were prevented from visiting the exhibition and 
obtaining first-hand information as to the latest devices and appli- 
ances and also of examining the new books that were on show. 
This is to be regretted, and we trust that some plan may be devised 
to obviate this before the next exhibition is held. 

* * x * 


An important Library Conference has been held this year in 
Germany at Regensburg, and we have before us the special number 
of the Zentralblatt fur Bibliothekswesen containing the full report 
of the papers and discussions given at this the nineteenth annual 
conference of German librarians. Many of the speakers dealt with 
very practical problems of librarianship, such as Library Statistics, 
Library Duplicates, Relations between the Libraries and the Book 
Trade, The Re-organisation of the Classified Catalogue, The Organi- 
zation of the University Libraries, Bookbinding, etc. 

* * * * 

It is to be hoped that the rumour of further interference with 
the international work of the Instétut International de Bibliographie 
of Brussels and its associated organizations is not true. The Palais 
Mondial was occupied by the Germans as an automobile centre 
during the four years of war, and it is only during the last few months 
that M. Otlet and his staff have succeeded in re-establishing it in 
working order. It is unthinkable that the twelve million catalogue 
cards indexing the literature of the world, the enormous Encyclo- 
paedia contained in the hundreds of vertical files, and, above all, 
the International Museum, in over one hundred rooms, illustrating 
every country and every industry in the world, should all have to 
be stored away to make room for an ephemeral exhibition. We 
hope that the recognition of the League of Nations already given to 
the Author section of the great Bibliography will be extended to 
cover the other portions of the work, and that the other countries 
will join Belgium in the great work of the international registration 
and co-ordination of knowledge. 

* * * * 

The proprietors of The Library World take this opportunity 
of thanking their readers for the many appreciative remarks received 
in connection with the Pocket Diary issued by them on the occasion 
of the Eastbourne Conference. 


NOTE. 

We reproduce on another page the portrait group of the 
Delegates photographed by Messrs. J. Weston and Son, of 81, 
Terminus Road, Eastbourne. These prints can be obtained at a 
very reasonable charge by writing to Messrs. Weston & Son direct. 
































GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD. 


Second Chambers in Theory and Practice. 
By H. B. Legs-Smitu, M.P. 7s. 6d. 


This book tains a full t of the chief Second Chambers of the world. It describes 
the Second Chamber most suitable to this country, and brings the subject up to date. 


Austrian Foreign Policy, 1908-1918. 
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Russia and Peace. 
By Dr. FriptjoF NANSEN. 5s. 
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is here set forth by Dr. Fridtjof + with conspicuous impartiality and a wealth 
of fresh information and first-hand 


The Truth about Mesopotamia, satiate! and Syria. 
By J. pe V. Lopger. With a Foreword by Lorp RopertCecir. 7s. 6d. 


“A oon act and trustworthy record of the salient facts of a very complicated situation.” 











The Prospects of Industrial Civilisation. Just Ovt. %s. 6d. 
By BERTRAND and Dora RUSSELL. 
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our political and economic institutions. The nature of 








The Fighting Instinct. 
By Pierre Bovert. Translated by J. Y. T. Greta. 10s. 6d. 
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By Lieut.-Colonel B. GranvitteE Baker, D.S.O., F.R.G.S. 
Illustrated. 16% 
This is a story of “‘ Golden Pra, " as seen from a Terrace. From his point of vantage 
the author sees the pageant of Shemia’ s ancient capital pass before bim. 
Barrack and Bush. 
By Major H. C, Hatt. Illustrated. 1s. 64. 


A series of sketches of Northern Nigeria some twen ae ago. This book deals with 
the actual life led by the adventurers who assisted in the opening out of the Western 


Shetiand Pirates, and other Studies 
of Birds and Beasts. 
By FRancEs Pitt. Iilustrated. 10s. 6d. 
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NEW NOVELS. 
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THE LIBRARY AND THE ADOLESCENT.+ 


By WrtuAM Witson, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Wallasey Public 
Libraries. 
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THE increased attention given in recent years to the study of 
psychology has synchronized with a new enthusiasm shown not 
only by educational specialists but by thousands of thoughtful 
people in the cause of education. There never was a time in our 
legislative and social history when the needs of the child and the 
adolescent received so much attention as at present. 

If we cast our minds back to our own school-days and compare 
the curriculum with that obtaining in most schools of to-day we 
cannot fail to be impressed by the number of subjects taught and 
the efforts made in the direction of correlation. The aim is, obviously 
and commendably, to develop knowledge upon balanced and sym- 
metrical lines, to substitute a synthesis for what was too often 
in the past a dispensing of knowledge concerning unrelated subjects. 
Similarly with the training of character it is interesting and encour- 
aging to observe the great change which has taken place in the 
discipline and methods of government in this little world of school, 
No longer is the scholar a unit responsible for his work and acts 
to a master only; rather is he encouraged to regard himself as 
one of a team responsible chiefly to his fellows, and trained to 
recognise that he cannot live entirely to himself but that in work 
or play he is a credit, or the reverse, to his House associates and 
the school as a whole. I think we cannot speak too highly of that 
wise concern for the significance of group interests which has 
prompted the organisation of so many modern secondary and even 
elementary schools upon the House system. It no doubt implies 
a growing recognition of the idea that education is not primarily 
a matter of knowledge acquisition but rather the attainment to 
an attitude of mind, “a spontaneity of consciousness,” to quote 
our great nineteenth century apostle of ‘‘ sweetness and light.” 

These few remarks bring me to the special problem, if indeed 
it be a problem, of the adolescent in the library. We ought to be 
quite clear as to why we wish to attract these young people to our 
libraries. What is it we wish to give them and can we justify the 
many platitudes about reading with which we are all so familiar ? 
There is a good deal of loose thinking about the matter and much 
lip-service and pseudo-advice from people who read little, if at all. 
And yet, surely, it ought not to be difficult to come to the root of 
the matter. We ought to be interested in literature because we 
are interested in life, which is larger than literature. 

Whatever we may think of the abiding mystery of life and 
from whatever angle we may regard it, biological, psychological, 
theological if you will, we all meet on common ground in the recog- 
nition of our two existences, the objective and the subjective, 
and in the further recognition that the subjective existence is the 
more important. Surely that is, fundamentally, the only justi- 





* Being the substance of a paper read at a Conference of Library Associa- 
tion Branches held at Chester, June 4th, 1923. 
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A most beautiful reprint of the famous essays by J. 
R. VERNON. Crown 8vo. Handsomely illustrated 
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fication for reading, because it embraces all other considerations 
whatsoever. An existence which took account only of our rela- 
tionship to environment, our attitude to those things immediately 
contiguous, our goings to and fro, our daily life with neighbours 
and friends, and the limited number of people with whom we come 
into contact, would spell personalities impoverished to the point 
of y. We need more than the results of our own experience 
and observation whether in the region of knowledge or imagination, 
and the printed record is the source from which we draw our supplies 
for this need. 

If Rousseau is right when he says that the period of adolescence 
represents the birth of the individual in relation to society then 
we see at once what books may become to the adolescent. This 
great and mysterious period of growth, bodily, psychic, social, 
religious, is undoubtedly an important and trying time for boys 
and girls, say, at the ages of fourteen and twelve respectively. 

Between the detachment of the younger child and the con- 
fidence in varying degree of the normal adult, there must be a 
period of excitability and lack of balance against which defects 
the best safeguards will be found in whatever will develop a sense 
of reality and proportion. The office of literature to this end need 
scarcely be emphasised. Truly the growing and awakening mind 
of the adolescent, with its new and acute social sense, its crude 
moral judgment tempered withal by a peculiar sensitiveness of 
conscience, its healthy disobedience to authority, its innate faculty 
for hero-worship, will find, if intelligently and sympathetically 
assisted, that books, “that substantial world,” as Wordsworth 
has it, will help it to bring to a focus the blurred vision which 
belongs to the age through which it is passing. How then can the 
librarian help in this desirable introduction to literature ? 

Before passing to the consideration of practical means to this 
end it will be well to remind ourselves of the limited opportunities 
the busy librarian has of coming into special contact with any one 
class of reader ; the help he is able to give must, of necessity, be 
indirect rather than direct, because if he is doing his duty he is 
concerned equally with all classes, all ages and all the varying 
interests therein represented. He cannot specialize too intensively 
in one direction without neglecting things in another, and the person 
and groups of persons who are constantly making demands upon 
him seem entirely to overlook the fact that the duties of his office 
are as onerous as that of any public servant, and the technique of 
his work as intricate and highly specialized as that of any other 
profession. 

Although, however, we cannot be expected to make a special 
study of the adolescent, nor yet to influence many of them in a 
personal way, there is much that may be done in the ordinary 
course of our work, particularly in that branch of it which we have 
come to term library extension. In its early stages the work will 
necessarily overlap with that which is already being done in so 
many towns in connection with the library and the school, and in 
the Children’s Library itself. The problems connected therewith 
have been discussed over and over again. Assuming that by these 

















FOR THE o CHILDREN 


STORIES FROM THE LIFE OF JESUS. 


Told for Little Children by CaroLingE KELLOGG, with Material for Pleasant 
Occupation in Colouring, Modelling, and Cutting-out by R. K. and M. I. R. 
POLKINGHORNE. With 16 Full-page Illustrations by HaRoLD SPEAKMAN 
and many Descriptive Figures in the text. Size 8} xGins., 128 pages, 
6s. net. 

In this collection of sixteen Bible Stories, Miss Kellogg, herself a Sunday 
Schoo] teacher for eighteen years, has brought together just those incidents 
in the life of Christ which mothers and teachers think best for young 
people. The material for occupation and handwork is very original and 
will make a strong appeal to all active-minded children. 


MASTER SKYLARK. 


By JouN BENNETT. With 8 Illustrations and many Decorations in Line 
by Henry C. Pitev. Size 9} x7ins., 322 pages. 10s. 6d. net. 

This is a story of Shakespeare’s times, in which both he and Queen 
Elizabeth appear. Whilst the story was written for young people it will 
also appeal to grown-ups. 


ENTIRELY NEW EDITION. 


A TREASURY OF VERSE FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 


Edited by Mapaten C. Epcar. With 8 Plates in Colour and 100 Line 
Illustrations by Witty PoGany. Size 9 x7ins. 256 pages, 5s, net. 


This edition of a collection that has become a nursery classic has long been 
out of print. At least fifteen new poems by modern writers have been 
included, amongst the most notable of whom are Walter de la Mare, 
Rose Fyleman, Mrs. Webb, and Patrick R. Chalmers. New Illustrations 
and a magnificent new jacket should make this book one of the “ best 
sellers ” of the year. 


MIGHTY MIKKO. 


Finnish Folk and Fairy Tales by PARKER FILtmMorRE. With Illustrations 
and Decorations by Jay VAN EvEREN. Size 8} x5jins., 330 pages, 
7s. 6d. net. 

The folk literature of Finland is filled with magic and a simple humour 
that children understand and love. In this book there are adventure 
stories, fairy tales, hero tales, and a series of animal fables. The pub- 
lishers believe that this is the first collection in English of the best-known 
Finnish stories. 
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BETH W. Deunurr. With 8 Illustrations in Colour and many in Line by 
Frep Kaportig, etc. Size 8} x 5}ins., 224 pages, 7s. 6d. net. 
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various means a real contact of the child, say up to the age of 
fourteen, with the library has been established, what is our expe- 
rience with regard to children over that age ? 

To keep in touch with those at the Secondary Schools is a 
comparatively easy matter, for not only are they encouraged to 
read by their teachers but they may be seen in large numbers at 
work in our Reference Libraries. Every opportunity of helping 
them in this research work will be embraced by the earnest librarian. 
It is not an impossible matter to find time to give hints on the value 
of reference books and on the methods of tracking down a subject. 
This may be done individually as occasion arises or collectively by 
talking to a group of students whose needs have been intimated 
in advance of the visit. I have myself obtained satisfactory results 
by assembling the literature in a private room where such a meeting 
can take place without interruption. 

There are other means of co-operation with the Secondary 
Schools which are such “ matters of course” that time need not 
at this point be devoted to them. 

(To be continued.) 





BOOK SELECTION. 
By REGINALD W. Brown, 
Chief Librarian, Public Library, Northampton. 
Book selection is the most important work a Librarian has to 
undertake. Libraries were founded with the sole object of supplying 
the best books to the people. It is therefore a little surprising that 
the subject has received such slight attention at our Conferences. 
It is also astonishing that there has been, until recently, a scarcity 
of information upon the subject in our professional publications. 

A great deal has been published, in various forms, upon the 
choice of books, how to read books, and what to read, but chiefly 
of an ephemeral nature. The question of book selection from a 
librarian’s point of view has been sadly neglected. 

This is probably accounted for by the fact that book selection 
is chiefly a matter of practical experience and acquaintance with 
the requirements of a particular locality or of a special subject. 
What is essential to the satisfactory administration of a library in 
one district may be entirely unsatisfactory in another No ngid 
scheme can be applied to the purchase of books in all libraries. 

We all have our own methods of selecting books ; some proceed 
upon systematic lines, while others are less methodical in making 
their choice. 

I am not so much concerned with the selection of books under 
the present conditions as with the possibilities which might be 
afforded by more thoroughly-prepared guides. 

We cannot complain of the shortage of literary reviews and 
other aids to the selection of books. In fact, there is a continual 
change in the type of periodicals of this character, and it would be 
infinitely better if one thoroughly practical and continuous pub- 
lication could be launched which would cover the whole field of 
literature. 

This may, upon casual consideration, appear to present insur- 
mountable difficulties. One must, of course, refer to Scientific 
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Healthy Story Books for Boys and Girls 
from six to sixteen, by well-known writers. 


Illustrated in Colours. Prices from J1/- upwards. 


PIONEERS OF PROGRESS 
Men, Women, Empire Builders. (15 titles.) 


THE STORY OF THE ENGLISH TOWNS 
London, Westminster, Bath, Birmingham, Hastings, Nottingham, 
Peterborough, Plymouth, St. Albans, Leeds, Sheffield, Pontefract, 
Harrogate, and Knaresborough. 


THE NATURE LOVER’S SERIES (4 titles.) 
THE ROMANCE OF SCIENCE 


By Drs. H. H. Turner, J. A. FLemine, Sir RoBert Batt, J. Perry, 
C. V. Boys, AGNES GIBERNE, and others. 
THE HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT PEOPLES OF THE EAST: 
EGYPT, SYRIA, AND ASSYRIA 


By Srr Gaston MASPERO. 





Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Northumberland Avenue, 
London, W.C.2. Lists post free. 
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Journals for reviews of scientific works and to Trade Journals for 
reviews of books of a technical nature, and so on. In a general list 
such as I would suggest the question of expense would not permit 
of lengthy reviews, such as are given in the previously mentioned 
journals. There is no reason, however, why reference to such 
reviews should not be included in a general list. By this means the 
list would become permanently valuable. Furthermore, such an 
index would establish the Library Association, were such a work 
undertaken by that body, as a power to be reckoned with in the 
bibliographical world. 

The Library Association published a Class List of Best Books 
about the year 1904. It ceased publication, I believe, with the 
issue for 1907-8. The subject was further pursued in conjunction 
with the Athenaeum, but only operated for a year or so. Both 
these efforts, I consider, were among the most important under- 
takings carried out by the Association, and only rivalled by that 
valuable and monumental work now in process of publication, 
The Subject Index to Periodicals. 

Recently an attempt has been made in the right direction, 
although not ideally, to supply an index to recent publications, 
but, like many other ventures, it has ceased. I refer to the Book 
Index. It has now been taken over by a firm of booksellers, under 
the title of Bulletin of New Books, and it is, or was, proposed to 
issue it twice weekly, with monthly numbers, to librarians who 
run accounts at that book shop. Other privileges are especially 
extended by this firm to Librarians, but as you are all acquainted 
with the facts I need not repeat them here. Then there is the 
Book Selector, recently launched by Grafton and Co., and “ Best 
Books,”’ published monthly in The Librarian. Bibliographies and 
Guides to book selection exist. Some are valuable, some are useful, 
but the question of dealing with the latest publications is one that 
needs consideration and much time to accomplish satisfactorily. 

The Librarian may be likened to a builder in the matter of 
book selection. Before he commences building operations, the 
builder must obtain a design and plan of what he proposes to 
erect. Having done this he can then go forward with the selection 
of materials to meet his special requirements. In the same way, 
the Librarian must formulate a scheme upon which to work. He 
is then in a position to consider the sources from which he can 
select his books. 

The first thing a Librarian should do when selecting books 
is to discover what has been published. He should next apply 
whatever principles he chooses to eliminate what he cannot afford 
or what he does not require. 

This is where the trouble begins. He can, or could until 1914, 
inspect advance copies of publications submitted to him by pub- 
lishers’ representatives. They now only submit jackets!! He can 
visit large booksellers’ shops where the latest books are available 
for inspection. He can acquire books on approval in several ways. 
He can consult publishers’ catalogues, and lists, and read reviews. 
When he has done this, he cannot be sure, particularly in the case 
of special subjects, that nothing has been left unpurchased that 
ought to have been purchased. 
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I do not intend this paper to be didactic in any way, but I 
would suggest that frequent consultation with such bodies as the 
W.E.A. and the University Extension Society is a means of obtain- 
ing information of the requirements of living organizations. 


Every librarian, whether in a large library or in a small one, 
has to select books. Every librarian is a potential specialist in 
one direction or another. Specialization by a librarian may become 
a danger, if his obsession of a particular subject is allowed to run 
riot and reflect itself upon the shelves of the library in his charge. 
On the other hand, specialization may become a valuable asset 
if it is directed into proper channels and utilized in assisting librarians 
throughout our system of libraries in this country. 

No one individual can select books advantageously in every 
subject, and I believe it is customary to establish book selection 
committees. These committees need guidance, and if it were 

ssible to harness the powerful aid of librarians who are specialists, 
in producing a guide to the selection of books, we could accomplish 
quite easily and satisfactorily what has seemed to be impossible in 
the past. 

Every Librarian is covering the same ground with the conse- 
quent waste of much valuable time. There is a need for a system 
which will prevent loss of time and energy. No one librarian ought 
to be entrusted with the selection of books in every subject. I 
previously referred to specialists. Every librarian in the course 
of his work must become more closely acquainted with one subject 
in particular. By systematic co-operation he could assist in the 
compilation of a periodical list, the object of which would be to call 
attention to books of a specialized character or of a general nature, 
stating which supplemented those already published and which 
superseded them. A brief annotation would be all that was neces- 
sary to complete a valuable guide. 


The Periodicals Index is a standing monument of efficiency 
accomplished as the result of co-operation and should be sufficient 
to lead us on to still further effort. 

We have a Publicity Committee which is doing good work 
and is excellent in its way. We now require a Committee of Book 
Selection which will enable us, by one of the methods I have sug- 
gested, to make our stocks of books speak for themselves. 


I doubt whether any public library is in a position to purchase 
every new book published. If they were in that happy financial 
position it is questionable whether such a procedure would be 
warranted. 

After all, I suppose there is not such a great difference in the 
field of literature, covered by a large system of libraries with a great 
number of branches, and a large provincial library without branches. 
It would be interesting to compile a record showing the actual 
number of new books purchased by some of our large libraries as 
compared with the purchase of new books in a fair-sized provincial 
library. It would provide a potent argument in favour of an 
increased expenditure in most libraries. 
























Caine’s 


“THE WOMAN 
OF KNOCKALOE” 


First Fifty Thousand Exhausted on Day of 
Publication. Second Large Impression Now 
Ready. 


The story of a great-hearted woman whose 
love fought with her inherited racial 
hatred, was doomed by the world's bitter- 
ness, but proved stronger than Death. 
Human, moving. as simple as a child's 

story, aS pure as a mountain stream, the 5 / - 
book is a little masterpiece. wet. 


Ofel-t-1-) | Beal Geom MaemMel =\-)|(-mslelShcle| ok @ 





a ae 





——QJ. A. FLEMING, MA. 0.S¢., F.2.8.—@ 


Two books by this well-known scientist and writer 
which should be in every up-to-date Library. 





Electrons, Electric Waves and Wireless Telephony. 


326 Pages 112 Photographs. 
This is the latest work by Professor Fleming and is based upon a course of popular 
lectures which he delivered at the Royal Institute of Great Britain. The simple 
analogies and the clear manner in which the book is written enables it to be 

clearly understood by all. The author covers his subject thoroughly from 

the production of waves, architecture of atoms to telephony and speech / 
transmissions and the principles of radio-telephony. 





Fifty Years of Electricity. the memories of an Electrical Engineer, 


371 Pages 111 Photographs. 

An excellent work of reference which covers the period 1870 to 1920. It is a com- 
rehensive review for the general reader of the chief triumphs of applied electricity. 

actically every phase of electrical work is covered, including telegraphs, 

telephones, dynamos, alternators,.transformers, and motors, Electric lamps 

and lighting, heating, cooking and furnaces. Electric supply stations, 

storage batteries and the transmission of power. Electric theory and 30/- 

measurements, wireless telegraphy and telephony. 


The Wireless Press Lt uy erm, London, wd. 
. 


























Tue Lisrary Worip 





104 


As it is impossible to invent a machine, which by placing a book 
in at one end, a report would be produced at the other showing its 
percentage of moral, religious, or practical worth, we must devise 
a scheme which will bring about the desired result in some other 
direction. 

What would I not give for a mechanical device which showed 
whether the full amount of wear and tear had been obtained from 
some of the much-used books which are on the point of being 
discarded. 

Suggestions from readers are invited, but they are not of much 
value as a rule. I have on several occasions discovered readers 
attempting to use the library as an easy means of obtaining books 
upon approval. A reader once suggested several books upon a 
special subject. I asked the reader if he was studying for an exami- 
nation. He replied, “‘ No, I only wanted to see which was the best 
book to buy for a friend who is studying the subject.” 

Cannot we expect some consideration from publishers. For 
example, a special publisher’s show room of new books, one in 
London and one in Manchester. Only new books to be shown 
there, not for sale but for inspection only. Any large bookseller 
could be induced to give up the necessary space, by arrangement 
with and financial aid from the publishers of course. Alternately, 
could not publishers be induced to send copies of new books on 
approval to the Library Association for inspection and consulta- 
tion by Librarians? In conclusion, I submit that librarians ought 
to be able to tell what is published in the shortest — time. 
They ought to be able to tell what is new as distinct from reprints, 
which books supersede others, and which supplement what is 
already published ; also which are the best books marked in order 
of merit and importance to libraries in three or more groups. 

Special lists from time to time should be issued assisted by 
experts, such as the Music List,in the compilation of which Dr. 
Walford Davies offered to assist. 

In view of the irregularity and lapsing of indexes published by 
individuals, I consider the time has arrived when the Library 
Association should seriously consider the question with a view to 
publishing a monthly list of new books. Such list would naturally 
not be included in the present annual subscription, but would be 
subscribed for separately. 

To sum up, my proposals in a nut-shell are as follows :— 

(1) That the subject of Book Selection, sadly neglected by the 
Library Association in the past, should be discussed in detail at 
an early date, if possible at the next Conference. 

(2) That a Committee of Librarian Specialists should be 
formed to collaborate in the preparation of special lists as may be 
decided upon from time to time. 

(3) That a Committee be formed with the object of inaugurating 
a monthly list of new books to include annotations and references 
to reliable reviews. Such a list would be most valuable to members 
of Book Selection Committees. 

(4) The establishment by publishers in one or more cities of 
depositories for the inspection of books, or some other facility for 
the acquirement of the right kind of books by librarians. 
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SOME IMPRESSIONS OF THE EASTBOURNE 
CONFERENCE. 
By EDWARD GREEN, 
Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 


WuiLst the programme of the Cardiff Conference was undoubtedly 
too full for any adequate discussion, this year the promoters appear 
to have gone to the other extreme and also included papers, excellent 
in themselves but not altogether suitable either for a conference of 
this nature or for discussion. However, the fare, in the main, was 
both good and interesting, and. » arranged as to allow a little time 
for social festivities and also ex.nmnation of the excellent exhibitions 
of books and library equipment. 

Mr. Powell’s paper on “ The Reference Library ” raised many 
points of interest, and was really good and interesting, but in the 
subsequent discussion it was very evident that it was largely mis- 
understood. Probably we shall only reach the ideal outlined by 
Mr. Powell when co-ordination of effort is an accomplished fact. 
In the meantime he has done useful service in focussing attention 
on this aspect of library work. 

Miss Wake’s fascinating paper on “ The Science and Romance 
of Old Manuscripts ” drew attention to a matter of importance, 
but to pursue the subject adequately money, staff and accommoda- 
tion are the chief requisites. Even with considerable voluntary 
help to examine and calendar documents in private possession, 
public libraries would still shoulder an extra task of some weight 
in taking responsibility for and possession of records and documents 
of this nature. All the same the paper was of value in stimulating 
interest in, and knowledge of, the many valuable items that are 
in danger of being forgotten or lost. 

Mr. Wilson’s and Mr. Herbert Vaughan’s papers, excellent as 
both were, appeared to be more suitable for a literary society than 
for a Library Association Conference. Both, however, were refresh 
ing and inspiring and perhaps, after all, provided an acceptable 
change of fare to those who might otherwise become bored by 
nothing but specialized and technical topics 

What should have been one of the chief subjects of discussion, 
through bad management fell altogether flat. True it is that the 
‘ Interior Memorandum on Co-operation between Public Libraries 
and Bodies Concerned with Adult Education ” provided very littl 
to discuss, yet, even so, with different handling, some discussion, 
other than that of those who were signatories of the document, 
would have taken place. This was a pity, because whilst we had, 
in the document itself, the views of those who did speak, it would 
have been of the greatest value to have had the opinions of those 
others-—including members of library committees—on the several 
suggestions offered. Parenthetically, though, it may be observed 
that already more than a few public libraries have largely anticipated 
the recommendations of the Memorandum. 

Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell's notes on the Conference at Stirling 
were interesting as a record of the development of rural library 
ideas, but more particularly valuable was his conception of a national 
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library service embracing and linking-up every variety of library 
effort. The more one considers library policy in its widest appeal 
the more one realises the necessity for action on the lines indicated 
by Col. Mitchell. But this, of course, raises other questions, some 
of which librarians and administrators differ greatly upon. 

Perhaps the one surprise of the Conference was the calm 
atmosphere that pervaded the Annual Business Meeting. Usually 
this is the noisiest session of the week, and this year’s exception 
caused much wonder generally. One feature of this meeting 
however, was the motion moved by Councillor Watkinson to provide 
at each conference a special session for members of committees for 
discussion of matters of policy, and the approval with which it was 
received. Many librarians, no doubt, realise that the more laymen 
can be interested in our work the better it is for such work. This 
session asked for, if provided, will undoubtedly do much to increase 
the interest in, and membership ot, the Library Association. 

PROGRAMME OF LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS. 
By A DELEGATE. 

fhe arrangements made by the Local Committee tor enter 

taining the delegates were on a lavish scale and on the whole were 


successfully carried out A reception was held on Monday, Sep- 
tember 17th, at the Town Hall, by invitation of the Mavor and 
Mavoress, Councillor and Mrs. Gilbert B. Soddy An excellent 


programme of music was greatly appreciated, more especially the 
selections performed by the Pavilion Orchestra and the beautiful 
part-songs rendered by the Welsh Miners’ Choir. Songs by Miss 
Doris Dennis, Miss Phyllis Carter and humorous pieces by Mr. 
Bert Hayden were contributed during the evening. Refreshments 
were served in the Council Chamber 

On Tuesday, the 18th, a reception was given at eight o'clock 
in the evening at Devonshire Park, by kind invitation of the Marquess 
of Hartington. Dancing was permitted in the large hall, and an 
excellent conceit was provided in the concert room upstairs. 

The Motor Trip to Battle Abbey *i@ Pevensey Castle and 
Hurstmonceux, arranged for Wednesday, was marred by the weather, 
which was most unpropitious, the result being a slight miscalcula 
tion in the matter of arrangements made for tea at the Drill Hall 
On Thursday, however, the motor coach tour to Beachy Head, 
Birling Gap and East Dean was very enioyable, tea being served 
at Old Mill Gardens, Wannock 

The Conference Dinner was held the same evening at the 
Cavendish Hotel, where many important delegates had their head 
quarters during the Conference week. A splendid attendance was 
recorded ; indeed, owing to a great demand for seats at the eleventh 
hour the large grill-room in which the dinner was held was filled 
to its utmost capacity. A feature new to these annual dinners was 
the fact that small tables were provided and guests were able to 
make up their own parties of four or six as the case might be. The 
menu was excellent and the toast list arranged with care, though 
the time was limited and had to be strictly adhered to. Owing to 
the unavoidable absence of the President, the Marquess of Harting- 
ton, the Chair was taken by Mr. Ballinger, who proposed the usual 
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toast of ‘‘ The King.”” The Rev. G. M. Hanks, who was responsible 
for proposing the toast of “ The Library Association,’’ dwelt at 
some length on the important work which librarians had to do to-day, 
and even went so far as to suggest that the mantle of the Church 
was about to descend upon them, a statement which did not pass 
unchallenged. Alderman T. C. Abbott was called upon to propose 
the toast of ““ The Mayor and Corporation of the County Borough 
of Eastbourne,”’ to which the Mayor, Councillor G. B. Soddy, res- 
ponded in a crisp and amusing speech, followed by a few remarks 
from the Town Clerk, Mr. H. W. Fovargue. 

The toast for ‘‘ The Public Libraries Committee and Local 
Reception Committee ’ was safely left in the hands of Alderman 
J. S. Pritchett, and responded to by Alderman John Easter, Chair- 
man of the Committee, and Mr. J. H. Hardcastle, Librarian of the 
Eastbourne Public Library and L.ocal Hon. Secretary. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Association, Mr. Frank Pacy, 
proposed the health of ‘‘The Guests’ in a few well-chosen words, and 
the toast was responded to in one of the best speeches of the evening 
by an important guest from the other side of the Atlantic, namely, 
Mr. E. F. Stevens, Librarian of the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY 
At the close of his address, Mrs. Stevens was asked to make a speech, 
and she responded prettily in a few words, which were received with 
general applause. 

Friday, the 2Ist, was the last day of the Conference, and a long 
motor trip was arranged for the afternoon, the route lying inland 
as far as Tunbridge Wells. By Friday evening a number of the 
delegates had already left Eastbourne, but a few made the fact 
that a seaside resort had been chosen for the meeting this year an 
excuse for extending their stay over the week-end. 


THE PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION. 
By “ Eyre-WITNFss.”’ 

[he Official Exhibition in connection with the Eastbourne 
Conference was a very successful function, and all concerned are 
to be congratulated on their efforts to make the show as compre- 
hensive as possible. The arrangements made for the stallholders 
were excellent in detail, and the Hon. Secretary of the Library 
Association must have felt a certain amount of pride in the success 
that attended his untiring efforts to please everyone. 

With regard to the arrangements to be made for future exhibi- 
tions, always assuming of course that these are to be held, I should 
like to suggest that it would add more to the official dignity of the 
proceedings if the exhibition could be opened officially by the 
President of the Library Association or one of the Members of the 
Council. Also, if I might make the suggestion, it would be a great 
advantage if a day were set aside during the week for an official 
visit, as this would enable a large number of delegates to view the 
exhibits who are otherwise prevented from doing so through |.ck 
of time. 

It is a matter for regret that several prominent members of 
the Library Association Council did not visit the Exhibition, pre- 
sumably owing to a lack of opportunity after the lengthy meeting 
of the Library Association Council. 
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A tour of the exhibition proved it to be if anything rather 
smaller than in previous years, but what was missed in quantity 
was amply made up in the quality of the exhibits. 

The Art Metal Construction Company, of 31, Kingsway, were 
exhibiting some interesting models of steel shelving and equipment, 
illustrating details of construction for Bracket-tvpe Shelving, 
Standard Type Shelving, Floor Construction and Stairs. They 
illustrated the method of reinforcing the end and intermediate 
columns of both types of shelving, to carry the flooring, the method 
of bracing the stacks, and also the adjustment of the shelves 

The splendid finish of the work was greatly admired by 
librarians, and the Art Metal Company are to be congratulated 
on an altogether pleasing exhibit. 

Boots’ Booklovers’ Library were exhibiting a very wide range 
of books in their own style. One missed the cheery smile of Mr. 
Frank Richardson, who was re-called, and had to leave a very capable 
understudy to manage for him owing to pressure of business 

Mudies’ Select Library, of 31, New Oxford Street, had a first 
class exhibit and proved a great attraction. Their stand was under 
the control of Mr. Gascoigne, the popular Sales Manager, so well 
known to librarians. Mudies, apart from their splendid display of 
books, were also showing some excellent specimens of the book- 
binder’s art from their own workshops. Librarians would be well 
advised to give them a trial when Library Binding is_ being 
considered. 

Messrs. F. and E. Stoneham, Ltd., gave additional interest to 
the exhibition by showing a copy of practically every book issued 
during the last three months. They had an exact replica of their 
well-known Librarians’ Room at 79, Cheapside, the books all being 
arranged under the Dewey Decimal Classification system. The 
selection of Juvenile Literature at this stand was excellent, and 
delegates who visited this exhibit were very much impressed by the 
fine all-round display. As evidence of the remarkable enterprise 
shown by this firm it is interesting to record that they had on 
show books as issued daily from the publishers. In connection 
with this Exhibition Messrs. Stoneham issued a charmingly arranged 
Bibliography of Juvenile Non-Fiction Books, classified on the 
Dewey Decimal System. 

Messrs. Chambers, Combridge, Chivers, Pitman, Blackwell 
and Riley also had very fine exhibits of their various classes of 
activities. 

One can hardly close these notes without commending the 
enterprise of Messrs. Grafton and Co. in displaying a splendid 
series of Library Appliances and Text Books, both English and 
(American. 








“W. H. SMITH’S STAND.” 


Mr. A. G. Smith, the courteous and efficient member of the 
staff of Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son’s Library and Second-hand 
Book Department, informs us that thev are more than pleased with 
this, their first real effort at an exhibition in connection with the 
Librarians’ Conference. 
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We have to compliment Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son on the 
appearance of their exhibit, which, although small in quantity, was 
well selected, and most brightly and attractively displayed. 


If the business resulting from their stall was in harmony and 
on the same plane as its effective appearance, then they must be, 
and deserve to be, doing well indeed. 

We understand from Mr. A. G. Smith that this was his first 
effort at dressing a stall and appearing as a salesman apart from 
his experience at the Strand House, but that next vear his depart- 
ment intends to extend its efforts and exhibit on a much larger 
and wider scale. We await their next appearance with a great 
interest ; it will probably be a considerable addition to the attrac- 
tions of the exhibition and an advantage to the librarians who 
are visiting. 

One exhibitor confessed to us that he, in common with others 
who were exhibiting, was able to pick up several very useful tips 
and ideas from Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son’s methods and arrange- 
ments 

We are informed that the business actually done at the exhibi- 
tion was quite good and satisfactory, but the number of orders 
coming in since as a result easily exceeds their expectations. 

Amongst their orders several marked catalogues have reached 
them, presumably orders, but with nothing to indicate from whom 
they are sent. If any of our friends, the Librarians, have sent in 
orders and received no acknowledgment, will they kindly write 
again ? 

Phis solid old firm may be regarded by some as very rigid and 
unvielding, but others who come in actual contact with the staff 
of their Library and Second-hand Book Department know that 
they are as elastic, enterprising and efficient as any other firm of 
second-hand booksellers. 

We recommend any of our friends, the Librarians, who have 
a list of wants, or who wish to either start, or add to, a library, to 
give them a call. They will be received with courtesy, intelligent 
appreciation of their requirements, and they will of be bothered 
to buy. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON.* 


Tut problem which to-day faces the Preservation Committee of 
the town of Stratford-upon-Avon is not a light one. Naturally 
enough Stratford has come to be looked upon by the English- 
speaking world as a trustee of literary traditions, and at the same 
time this very fact has been instrumental in furthering its industrial 


* Stratford-upon-Avon : Report on Future Development. Prepared at 
the instance of the Stratford-upon-Avon Preservation Committee, by Patrick 
\bercrombie and Lascelles Abercrombie Published by permission of the 
Stratford-upon-Avon Corporation, the owners of the copyright Large quarto, 
boards, pp. xii., 36. Maps, diagrams, and xiv. plates. University Press of 
Liverpool, Ltd., and Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 1923. 7s. 6d. net 
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growth, which is now remarkably active. For this reason the 
Committee finds itself involved in local questions which cannot be 
answered without reference to the outside world, and has the 
difficult duty to perform of reconciling seventh century ideals of 
beauty and architecture, old-world in its historical associations, 
with present-day practical needs. Nowhere is it more clearly 
recognised than in the town itself that to promote its prosperity it 
must also preserve its associations as exemplified in its buildings 

The onus of this must rest with the twentieth century, for 
account has to be taken of the changes already made since literary 
history claimed Stratford for its own. The eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries lacked breadth of vision, speaking architecturally. 
No attempt was made to build and repair except in the stvle of 
their own period, and whilst much of the eighteenth century archi- 
tecture preserved something of the continuity of the preceding era, 
that of the nineteenth century was for the most part artistically 
poor and by no means in keeping with the character of the town. 

Prominence must necessarily now be given to the seventeenth 
century work and styles that go with it, though it must not hastily 
be assumed that every genuine half-timbered building originated in 
Shakespeare’s own day. By means of stripping off plaster used for 
restoration purposes, which has been done in the case of the Grammat 
School and othet buildings here illustrated, by the construction of 
new buildings in “ half-timber”’ style, and by using imported 
genuine fragments of old work carefully and with a strict regard to 
conformity, it is hoped that harmonious effects may be obtained 
and a continuous link be formed from the past to the present. So 
much for the town itself, but the aesthetic and historical quality of 
the neighbouring villages must not be forgotten. The rural aspect 
of Shottery, Snitterfield, Wilmeote, Hampton Lucy and Charlecote 
must be jealously preserved. Provision for this and many other 
problems arising in Stratford is made in the volume before us, the 
gist of which should be cireulated as widely as possible. Librarians 
have a good opportunity of putting this pressing matter before thos 
of their readers who are lovers of the best literary traditions. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


THE CONFERENCE. 
DreAR ERATOSTHENES AND ZENODOTUS, 

You now inhabit, I am told, the region of the Shades or some 
other pale Land of Silence. You were not at the Conference anywa\ 
and | wonder whether you will care to know —if vou can know 
my impressions. I will write a few in the hope that some echo of 
them mav reach vou 

If | were a member of the L.A. Council-—no; I won't begin 
thus, because although I am nothing if not critical, I came away 
from Eastbourne in the belief that the Conference had been worth 
while. Why? The programme was meagre, the subjects of no 
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vital import, the eloquence strictly moderate—why ? I suppose 
the beauty of the seaside town, with its bright cleanliness, its flower- 
beds and its “ dragging, sounding beach”; the welcome of its 
genial brotherly Mayor ; and the absence of “ rows ”’ in the meet- 
ings —these left a luxurious feeling of repose which has been absent 
from Conferences for some time past. 
SETTING Down 
to business was something of an efiort on September 17th. We were 
a goodly crowd from all parts of the Isles, and a few, including Dr 
Stevens from Pratt Institute and Mrs. Stevens, both of whom 
charmed evervbody, from across the water As we were scattered 
in many hotels, and as some of us had been walking on the sea-front 
before breakfast, there were old acquaintances to be renewed and a 
holiday feeling to be held severely in check. However, the right 
mood came when the Mayor welcomed us in a speech of common 
sense which made us like him very much. Our retiring President, 
Mr. Ballinger, in a speech worthy of himself, thanked the members 
for their confidence—they thanked him warmly later—and wel- 
comed the new President, “the owner of a great name,”’ to his 
seat Now 
A REAL MARQUESS 
is someone I hold in special awe, seeing that [ have never looked 
upon one at close quarters since I nearly (once upon a time) collided 
with His Majesty the King himself in the British Museum, and 
from what I overheard the was talking to Sir Frederick Kenyon 
about the Book of Kells, 1 think) concluded that he was “a very 
nice man.”’ The King 7s a Marquess amongst other things, isn’t he ? 
Anvway, here we had one of our most real, longest-descended 
marquesses : and lo! a most pleasant, friendly unassuming young 
man arose, and won our hearts by describing his feeling of panic at 
having to address the congregated library wisdom of the kingdom 
on a subiect of which he knew, said he, nothing. Modesty not 
withstanding, the Marquess of Hartington gave us much to think 
about. He read a letter from Mr. Wood, the Minister of Education, 
on the value and, indeed, indispensability of public libraries ; and 
then proceeded to touch upon our mission. Libraries, he thought, 
had a two-fold function; they were educational, but they were 
also intended to add to the pleasure, beauty and joy of life. The 
pleasure a reader felt in a shilling shocker was difierent only in 
degree, not in kind, from that felt by a reader of the classics ; and 
one of our cares should be to let such areader know that behind the 
forbidding titles of the classics lay as much beauty and as much 
fun and adventure as were to be found in the books of their ordinary 
choice. He rejoiced in the extension of rural libraries, and appealed 
for support for the National Library for the Blind. Of 
Ht PAPERS THAT FOLLOWED, 
although, except one, | heard them all, I shall not write in detail. 
Mr. Walter Powell read one on the Reference Library, which I will 
say—pleading his torgiveness in so doing-—utterly surprised and 
disappointed me. I seemed to have read it all in Brown's Manual. 
Consider, Mr. Powell is one of our most distinguished librarians, 
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controlling one of our largest reference libraries. I expected him 
to show how the reference library was developing towards specializa- 
tion, to indicate that the main difficulty was the want of reference 
librarians (there are not a half-dozen in the country), and much 
else; but to a gathering of supposed or acknowledged experts he 
explained the elementary principles of a reference library, quite 
good in their way, and absolutely innocuous. One piece of sound 
library wisdom emerged: that small libraries should endeavour to 
provide, not a reference library in the accepted sense but a repre- 
sentative collection of up-to-date quick-reference books only. 
MSS., BETTER RELATIONS, AND SAMUEI. BUTLER. 

These were agreeable papers. Miss Joan Wake, in a cultured 
, paper, pleaded for our practical co-operation in finding the where- 
‘abouts of, and rescuing from the glue merchant, the original sources 
of history: the deeds, indentures, court rolls and other MSS. 
records which are often so badly kept. She wanted small towns 
as well as large to undertake this work. It is a good work ; I hope 
they will 

In his plea for “ Better Relations,’’ Mr. J. G. Wilson, in a paper 
which was perhaps a little too-carefully prepared, asked us to try 
to understand and co-operate with the booksellers in promoting 
the use of good books. We reply, we are unanimous on the point, 
that if the booksellers “ offer us the hand of friendship, we will 
grasp it.’ The phrase is Mr. Jast’s—and it is mine, and yours, is 
it not ? 

Perhaps in the whole Conference there was no more chaming 
paper than that by Mr. Herbert M. Vaughan on “ Erewhon ” 
Butler. I have read it since, and am confirmed in that opinion ; 
but it was entirely out of place in a librarians’ conference, and the 
rubbish that was talked in the discussion, about the desirableness of 
such papers as it was necessary for the librarian to study literature, 
leads one to ask this: If a whole morning-——or the greater part of 
one-—at a Conference is to be given to a relatively second-rate 
author, how many millenniums will be required to cover 
LITERATURE ? We are no/ a University Extension Society 


Aputt Epvucation anp County LIBRARIES. 
We had Dr. Mansbridge to present an interesting report pre- 
pared by a joint committee of the L.A. and the Institute of Adult 
Education on the relation of libraries to adult education It was 
a modest afiair, pleading for the library as the centre of such work, 
showing what was done in various towns, and blessing certain lines 
of work as worthy of being done by all. It is a document severely 
conservative and worthy of the careful thought of every one of us. 
Colonel Mitchell gave us one of his best addresses, describing 
what was done at the Conference on Rural Libraries at Stirling and 
Dublin, but going much beyond that. One of the most notable 
things is the evolution of Colonel Mitchell—or, at any rate, his 
development of utterance—-on library matters. The old £2,000 per 
county has now given place to a far-seeing statesman-like view of a 
system with deposit libraries, urban libraries acting as centres fot 
surrounding districts, and rural libraries drawing on both, that 











GY IT. DEIN DAT, 
Autumn Announcements. 


THE — AND THE BOHR THEORY OF ITS STRUCTURE. 
By Dr. H. A. KRAMERS and H. HOLST. With an Introduction by Sim ERNEST RUTHERFORD, 


F. R. om tt 8vo. Illustrated. 10s. @@ net. 
This work provides the lay reader with a lucid account of Professor Niels Bohr’s theory, which gained 
him the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1922. The book may be considered the most authoritative state- 
ment of its kind. 

CHAPTERS IN NORWEGIAN LITERATURE. 

By I. C. GRONDAHL and O. RAKNES, Lecturers in Norwegian at University College, London? 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. 16s. net. 
The authors have produced a book which appeals equally to the student of literature and to the general 


reader who desires to look beyond his own country. These “ Chapters ” trace the development during 
the nineteenth century to its culmination in Ibsen and Bjérnsen. A final chapter deals with writers 
of the present day. 


anes HAMSUN. 
By HANNA “A. LARSEN. Crown 8vo. Cloth. &s, net. 
Many will be glad to learn something of the strange personality who occupies so dominant a position 


in modern Norwegian letters. 
THE CIMBRIANS (The Journey I1.). 
. Cloth. 7s. 64. net. 


By JOHANNES V. JENSEN. Crown 8vo. 
” the author shows us the races of the world in move- 


In this, the second part of “‘ The Long Journey, 
ment. The raid of the Cimbrians and their st with Rome are told with vivid detail. The fates 
of a Greek thrall and of a young Cimbrian vestal are interwoven with larger adventure. 


ISLAND OF THE INNOCENT. 
By GRANT OVERTON. Crown 8vo. Cloth. 7s, 64. net. 
From the kitchen of a hospital for drug fiends to the office of an advertising expert, the innocence of 
Dace Sherril is haunted by a nightmare of dangers and watched over by the sinister, threatening, but 
humble devoted Norman, whom she is uncertain whether to fear or trust. How does she come through ? 


GYLDENDAL, 11 HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1 


— BOOKS— 


Fe® the largest and most varied stock 

of Secondhand Books of all kinds for 
Library and other uses, go to “Smith's.” 
Call and inspect their shelves, or write for 
catalogue and descriptive illustrated folder. 





























W.H. SMITH &SON, Library Dept. 
Strand House, Portugal St., London, W.C.2 


Library Showroom, Entrance B. 
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receives my warmest admiration. He also touched upon the report 
the Carnegie Trustees are producing on Libraries for the Committee 
on Adult Education of the Board of Education, and it was with 
shame that I heard that some libraries had failed to supply the 
details for which the Trustees had asked. Only fools could fail in 
this way ; that is the frank truth. 
THE Business MEETING 

is looked forward to with unholy joy by some. It is usually explosive 
and the safety valve gives way as a rule. On September 2lst, 
however, the Annual Report of the Council was so skilfully 
engineered through its paragraphs by the Chairman, Alderman 
Prichett, that it was passed and done with before anyone had time 
to gather his wits to attack it; and the quiet smile on his face 
indicated that the Chairman was satisfied with his undoubted 
achievement. 

It was a most restful meeting. 

THE EXHIBITIONS 
satisfied me in one way only. What was exhibited was good. There 
was, however, insufficient time to see them; and they did not 
appear to have a definite relation to the Conference. That leads me 
to speak of 
NEXT YEAR, 

when we go to Glasgow. I suggest that the Exhibition there should 
be opened officially by the President, and a special session should 
be set aside for its inspection. It would be worth while. 

A minor point, not connected with exhibitions : In Eastbourne 
the members were staying at dozens of hotels, and it was difficult 
to find one’s friends. If, in the list of delegates, it were possible to 
add to each member's name that of the hotel or other place at which 
he was staying, many half-hours would be saved. 


THE Excursions 
were quite good. That to Beachy Head gave a sound average 
notion of chalk cliff and downland scenery ; that to Battle gave us 
the memory of flats where armies were deployed, martello towers, 
a noble castle and a really fine abbey; while that to Tunbridge 
Wells showed the park-like nature of our southern scenery in its 
perfection. 

So we came home. 

My feeling is one of gratitude to all concerned: to the local 
authorities, the Mayor and the Local Committee, and those who 
aided and abetted them for our enjoyment. Especially one word 
for Mr. Hardcastle, whose efforts must have been strenuous. It is 
a difficult business to organize a Conference in a large city where the 
librarian has a large staff to draw upon for help ; it must be an even 
greater task in a small town with a correspondingly small staff at 
the disposal of the librarian. So to Mr. Hardcastle and his sub- 
librarian, Mr. Hamblyn, and to all who helped them, I pay my 
humble tribute. Vale! CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ““ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRs.’’] 














SOW READY Volumes |., 11. and lil. of the Thereughly Revised Edition of 


CHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPEDIA 


A Dictionary of Edited by Davip Parazickx, LL.D., and Wi11am Gepore, 
M.A., B.Sc. Pf imp. 8vo. Cloth, 208. net. Half morocco, 388. net per vol. 
Also } bound, 30/- net. (Chivers Special Binding for Libraries). 


A New Life of ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. By Rosaline Masson 


Editor of “I Can Remember Robert Louis Stevenson” (Uniform with this Volume). 10s. 64. net. 


BOOKS for BOYS and GIRLS dbos 


- 


REBELS OF THE GREEN COCKADE - - Escorr Lynn - - net 
THE WEREWOLF OF WHISPERS ScHooL - - Kent Carr - . 5s. net 
THE JUNIOR CAPTAIN - Esme Oxennam - - 5s. net 
A SCHOOLGIRL , A on BLUE . - - May Batpwix - - 5s. net 
THE SPORT OF THE SCHOO - - Erne: Tatsor - - 4s. net 
A Lg pirreutries - - - - Evtwor M. Brewt-Drzr 36. 64. net 
LA | PALACE IN THE GARDE - - - Mrs. Motesworra - 3s. 6d. net 
THE STORY oF Aa A SPRING MORNING - - Mrs. Mo_zsworrsa - 3s. @d. net 


W. & BR. CHAMBERS Ltd, 38 SOHO SQUARE, LONDON ; and EDINBURGH. 





ENGLISH EDUCATION FROM wee, By G. A. Curistian, B.A. Late Ins = . 
County Council. 7 oo 226 PP — Authoritative 


modern education. 

caEse OF WAR.—A Political Study of Austria, Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia, ——— 

and Jugo-Slavia, 1922. by Ropert Birxui. 6 illus., 2 specially drawn ma 

Condition of the Minorities aay ae well Personal haat niga 
essential book on the subject ee 

THE ASSOCIATION OATH ROLLS OF THE BRITISH PLANTATIONS, A.D. 1696. With 
a study of the political situation in the colonies at the end of the XVII. Century, 
and with two facsimiles of the Rolls. Early settlers in New York, Virginia, Barbados, 
Bermudas, Antigua, Nevis, Montserratt, Antego, and on the Continent at Rotter- 
dam, the Hague, Dort, Malaga and Geneva signed the Rolls. A remarkable record. 

“A contribution of unimpeachable authenticity to the story of the period, of 

inestimable use to those who are interested in tracing the descent of the old English 
Colonial families.” 
A few copies only cco £2 2s. net 


WALLACE GANDY 7 18 RED LION | STREET 
Cambrian Art Bindery, Aberystwyth 


Specialists in High-Class Binding and Reference Library Work. 
Contractors to National Library of Wales, the Libraries of Cardiff, the National 
Museum of Wales and University Colleges of Cardiff, Swansea, and Aberystwyth. 
Material used—Grey Boards on all books ; all leathers acid proof, passing Special 
Analysis, in addition to maker’s guarantee. No overcasting and each book sewn 

by hand; no whip stitching. 
Letterpress work only undertaken. Send your work to a firm that specialises in 
private and public work. We do not sandwich in letterpress work between the 
making of account books 


10s. 64. net 





108. 64. net 








Personal Service always. 25 years’ experience in Library Binding. 
A small carefully selected staff taking infinite pains to satisfy each customer 
individually. 
Prices are no higher than inferior shops. List on application. 





Books on every conceivable subject 


SECOND-HAND, NEW, AND “AS NEW.” 


Departments for :—Literature, Enc pedias, Fiction, and Books for Juveniles ; Educational a 


Natura! Science ; Domestic Science ; omy I Gard Naval and Military ; Techni 
and Scientific ; S sand Physical Culture; Medical, etc. ; cult, Psychic, and New Aiton od ; 
, etc.; Philosophy, Logic, and Psychol ; Law ‘and Commerce ; Politics 
etc.; Music and Drama ; "Fopography, Tr LA and Guides; Archaology and Art; bay Books 
Languages. 


and First Editions ; European and 
Library Desiderata a speciality. Books sent on approval. 


Catalogues free; mention requirements if possible. 


FOYLES, 121-125 Charing Cross Rd., LONDON, W.C.2 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


As a result of the recent decision of the Council of Armstrong College 
to build a College Library, all practising members of the Northern 
Architectural Association and a few architects in other parts of 
the country were invited to submit competitive designs for the 
building. Thirty-two designs were received from twenty-six com- 
petitors, and Mr. H. Martineau Fletcher, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., who 
was appointed assessor upon the nomination of the President of 
the R.1I.B.A., has now issued his award as follows: First premium, 
Mr. A. Dunbar Smith, 6, Queen’s Square, Bloomsbury, W.C. ; 
second premium, Mr. W. G. Newton, M.A., 4, Raymond Buildings, 
Gray s Inn, W.C.1; third premium, Messrs. Mauchlen and Weight- 
man, 2, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. All the designs 
submitted will be open to inspection by the public in the Gallery 
of the King Edward VII. School of Art, Armstrong College, between 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. from 5th to 7th and from 27th to 29th September. 
Many of the designs are of great merit and the whole exhibition is 
of great interest as a series of solutions of the problem of providing 
precisely the type of accommodation required in a University 
Library. 

In accordance with the terms of competition and award, Mr. 
A. Dunbar Smith has been appointed architect of the Library, and 
work will proceed forthwith. The building will consist of a reading- 
room seating 122 readers, storage space for 175,000 volumes, with 
accommodation for 55 research students, administrative rooms, 
and photographic laboratory, and is so designed that additional 
storage space for 60,000 volumes may be added when required. A 
beginning has thus been made to a scheme whose realisation will 
not only fill a long and sorely-felt gap in the equipment of Armstrong 
College but should prove an inspiration both to teaching and to 
learning within the College, and, by the opportunities it will afford 
to all researchers and students in letters and science, a notable 
factor in the commercial, industrial, and intellectual life of the 
community. 

The opening of the new Public Library at MARGATE is a note- 
worthy event in the history of the town. The Library is on modest 
lines, but it is something accomplished to inaugurate such an 
institution in Margate, which has been content for generations to 
go without the advantages of free access to books. Those members 
of the Town Council and inhabitants outside the governing body 
of the town who have united in promoting the Free Library move- 
ment are deserving of the gratitude of this and future generations. 
With a Library of good books available for all those who desire 
to enlarge their mental horizon, that wider culture that some of 
the speakers at the opening ceremony declared to be invaluable to 
the future citizen may now be looked for. 

Councillor Bines, Chairman of the Public Libraries Committee, 
and his colleagues are to be congratulated on their success in estab- 
lishing the Public Library in Margate in the face of many difficulties. 

The opening ceremony, performed by the Mayor, Councillor 
W. Leach, took place on Monday, September 3rd, and was fully 
attended. 
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LIPPINCOTT’S LIBRARY B00KS 


(Ready November) 

DECORATIVE FURNITURE. A beautiful picture book of the beautiful 

furniture forms of all ages and all periods. 

By GzorGE LELAND HunTER (Author of “ Decorative Textiles ’’). 
Price £5/5/- 

This is the most com ensive book on furniture ever published and the only one 


to adequately present the furniture of ancient Egypt. About 500 4to, 30 plates in 
colour, about 900 in half-tone, handsomely bound and boxed. Limited edition. pe 


VILLAS OF FLORENCE AND TUSCANY. 
By Harotp DonaLpson EBERLEIN, Co-Author of “‘ The Practical Book 
of Period Furniture,” etc. Colour Frontispiece and 280 Illustrations 
in Half-tone. 400 pages. 4to, cloth 63/- net 
A volume appealing to all lovers of the beautiful as well as Architects, Decorators and Land- 
scape Gardeners. 

THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF FURNISHING THE SMALL HOUSE AND 


APARTMENT. 
By Epwarp Stratton Hotroway. 198 Illustrations in Half-tone, 


9in Colour. 7 Diagrams, 296 pages. Square 8vo, cloth. 30/- net 
A book for the growing public who want homes and not merely houses. 


HOUSE AND HOME. 
By Greta Grey, B.S. Fully illustrated. 8vo. Price 10/6 net 
A Manual of Practical House Planning. | 


THE ART SPIRIT. 
By Ropert HENRI. 8/6 net 
Dealing not only with the Philosophy of Art,but a practical Aid to becoming a Figure Painter* 


THE COMPLETE WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE. 
Illustrated with 24 Photogravures. 8 volumes in box. Full limp leather. 
42/- net 
ROUSSEAU’S CONFESSIONS. The Confessions of Jean Jacques Rousseau. 


Newly translated into English. With a Biographical Note. Photogravure 

portrait by Caldwell after Ramsay, and 16 half-tone illustrations after 

Maurice Leloir. Two volumes. 725 pages. Crown 8vo. Cloth. 
12/- net per set 


PSYCHOLOGY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF A BEHAVIOURIST. 





By Joun B. Watson. 12/6 net 
Throughout the ate of this elementary text, the author has written with the human 
ontmeal in front of hi 


TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP. 
By J. H. Frrepet, M.A. 8vo, cloth. Illustrated 7/6 net 





LISTS SENT FREE ON APPLICATION TO 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, 


16 JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C.2. 
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PERSONAL NOTE. 

Alderman Abbott, Chairman of the Manchester Libraries 
Committee, has been appointed a representative of the Corporation 
on the Board of Governors of the John Rylands Library, in place of 
the late Sir Thomas Shann. 


REVIEWS 
LIBRARY REPORTS 

BIRMINGHAM.—6Ist Annual Report for year ended March 3ist, 
1923. Chief Librarian, Walter Powell. Population (1921 
Census), 919,438. Rate in the pound, 24d. Stock: Lending, 
240,011; Reference, 297,137. Issues, 3,369,371. 

Includes brief statistics for years 1916-17 to 1921-22, when no reports 
were published. A record of useful developments and extension in all depart- 
ments. Interesting gifts are noted, the chief being the collection of catalogues 
of the Pierpont Morgan Collection, the Sir Benjamin Stone collection of 
photographs, and the War Poetry collection. 

Croypon.—34th Annual Report, 1922-1923. Chief Librarian, 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. Population (1922) 192,300. Rate 
in the pound, 2d Stock: Lending, 75,261; Reference, 22,444. 
Issues, 740,178. 

The total issues constitute a record, being an increase of 64,244 over the 
previous year. An excellently written and tastefully printed Report con- 
taining two views of Reference Library interior. Strong emphasis is given 
to the urgent need for the provision of additional branches and for increased 
accommodatton in the greatly congested Central Library. 
SHOREDITCH.—32nd Annual Report for year ended March 3lst, 

1923. Borough Librarian, Wm. C. Plant, F.L.A. Population 
(1921) 104,308. Rate in the pound, 2d. Stock: Lending, 47,146 ; 
Reference, 13,570. Issues, 230,622. 

Records a decrease in issues of 21,932. ‘‘ Wireless ’’ entertainments have 
been given during the year, and the children have listened to the broadcasting 
of children’s stories. The usual free lectures have been delivered. 
ToTTENHAM.—Report for two years ended March 3lst, 1923. 

Chief Librarian and Curator, W. J. Bennett, F.L.A., F.Z.S. 
Rate in the pound, 24d. Stock: Lending (1921-22), 36,969, 
(1922-23) 44,176; Reference (1921-22), 7,468, (1922-23) 11,528. 
Issues (1921-22) 894,868, (1922-23) 929,657. 

In October, 1922, the Central Lending Library re-opened after conversion 
to the open-access system; the change has resulted in a large increase of 
books issued and in new borrowers enrolled. The school libraries continue to 
make excellent progress. Many members of the staff have secured professional 
certificates during the two years covered by the Report. 
WILLESDEN.—Annual Report for year ended March 3lst, 1923, 

Chief Librarian, Frank E. Chennell, F.L.A. Stock: Lending. 
56,479 ; Reference, 10,244. Issues, 498,632. 

The statistics given are for the Harlesden, Kilburn, Kensal Rise, and 
Willesden Green Libraries. Records an interesting year’s work at each library 
and a total increase in issues of about 65,000. A grading scheme for the staff 
has been established which will give credit and emoluments to duly qualified 
assistants. 





LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS 
Coventry Pusiic Lipraries.—Readers’ Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 6, 
September-October, 1923. 
he entries in the list of books recently added are well and fully annotated 
and the Bibliography of Books on Automobiles (Part 1) deserves the highest 
praise alike for its comprehensiveness and the detailed information given. 
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p= HERE IS A NEW BOOK THAT SHOULD BE 


YOUR SHELVES 


It will be in great demand 
by parents for evening talks 


A NEW LIFE OF CHRIST— 


THE LOVELIEST LIFE 





The Story of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, retold for Young People 
By GRACE WINTER 
With a foreword by Dr. James Hastings 





Illustrated with 8 Coloured Plates by WM. HOLE, R.S8.A., R.E.; 
and 8 Sepia Reproductions of Famous Pictures 





Royal 8vo 


10/6 net 


Cloth boards 


Post Free 11/3 





THE PILGRIM PRESS, 


16, PILGRIM STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4 




















VERSES FOR CHILDREN 


By ENID 


CHILD 
WHISPERS 


The Bookman.—" Light, lilting 
happy tales.” 

Children’s Newspaper.—'‘A book 
of real rhymes.” 

Schoolmaster.—‘ The book 
gem.”’ 

Yorkshire Evening Post.—'* Try 
it on your little folk if you are so 
fortunate as to have any.” 

Western Mail.—‘ Miss Blyton 
has acquitted herself extremely 
well.” 


is a 


Fcap 8vo. Dark 


BLYTON. 


REAL 
FAIRIES 


The Bookman.—“‘ The verses have 
a quaint humour and naturalness of 
expression that are very charming.” 
Morning Post.—‘A new educa- 
tional charter to believe in fairies.” 
The Times.—‘ Many children 


will like to learn the poems by 
heart.” 

Daily Chronicle.—‘‘ Children, and 
grown-ups who love children, will 
delight in Real Fairies.” 


brown full cloth. 


3s. 6d. nett each volume. 


J. SAVILLE & CO. LTD. 


5 GOWER STREET 


3 LONDON, W.C.1 
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EpinsurcH Pusiic Liprary.—List of Books added to the Ref- 
erence Library, George IV. Bridge. Edited by Adelaide Doughty, 
of the Library Staff. 1923. 

A classified list with index of contents. Certain books already in the 
library have been re-catalogued. 

Islington Public Libraries have issued a splendid programme of 
Talks to Boys and Girls, which are to be held on Thursdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m., from October, 1923, to March, 1924, and a second 
list of popular lectures and celebrations on Tuesday evenings from 
October to December, 1923. We have received from the same 
library a four-page leaflet addressed to the Boys and Girls of Isling- 
ton, with a letter to them from the Chairman and Members of the 
Public Library Committee, and a page of useful “ Hints to Young 
Readers.” 

A syllabus of a series of Popular Lectures to be delivered from 
October to December, 1923, reaches us from Leyton Public Pibraries. 

Programme of Public Lectures, 1923-4, Public Libraries Com- 
mittee, Sheffield. This neat and comprehensive Lecture Programme 
contains a remarkably full list of public lectures for the coming 
season, and lists of books dealing with the various subjects which 
can be obtained at the Central Library and branches are appended. 
From the same enterprising centre we have received a leaflet intended 
to enlighten would-be borrowers on the method of obtaining tickets. 

We have received from Sunderland Public Libraries a useful 
Shakespeare Reading List, classified under Biographies, Works, 
Concordances, etc., Critical Studies, and Shakespeare’s Town and 
Country. 

Taunton.—Official Handbook and Guide. Cr. 8vo, wrappers, 
pp. 100. Taunton Traders’ Association, 1923. Copies may be 
obtained free on application. 

A note of thanks is given to the Borough Librarian, Mr. A. E. Baker, for 
his ably-written history of the town from bygone days. 

Norwicu Pusiic Liprary.—Reader’s Guide, Vol. VIII., No. 7, 
July-September, 1923. 

Contains in addition to the usual list of‘ Recent Additions " a list of books 
in French. 

WaLtasey Pustic Lrsraries. Syllabus of a Course of University 
Extension Lectures on Russia, by Prof. A. Bruce Boswell, M.A. 
(Bowes Professor of Russian History, Language and Literature 
in the University of Liverpool). October-December, 1923. With 
Notes on Reading. 

Gives synopses ot six lectures and the bibliography extends to ten pages. 

The Chief Librarian contributes a Foreword. 

PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

ALA CaTAatoc, 1912-1921, an Annotated List of 4,000 Books. Ed. 
May Massee. Imp. 8vo, pp. xvi., 409. Chicago, American Library 
Association, 1923. (London, Grafton and Co.). 24s. net. 

The eariier A L A Catalogs, covering 8,000 volumes in 1904 and 3,000 
volumes in 1904-11, are so well known to Librarians in this country that the 
resent work needs but little introduction and is sure of a hearty welcome. 
he period covered is a very difficult one, including the years of war, during 

which a great number of books were written for special causes. There was a 

dearth of routine books of general interest, and a large number of books were 

allowed to run out of print owing to rising costs of production and marketing. 

An interesting table is given comparing the number of main entries in the 

various classes contained in the three volumes issued. 
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Do not fail te see this series at the 
Conference Exhibition. 


HIARPER’S YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERIES 


2s.6d. net per volume. 


A delightful series of books for children between the ages of ten and 
fourteen. Crown 8vo. Printed on good paper in large legible type, 
with four half-tone illustrations in each volume. Bound in really 
good quality cloth decorated, expressly for children’s use. 


THE ADVENTURES OF BUFFALO Ci. COL. W. F. CODY 


THE FLAMINGO FEATHER - KIRK MUNROE 
DERRICK STERLING - - - - - KIRK MUNROE 


THE TALKING LEAVES - - - W. O. STODDARD 

TWO ARROWS - : . - W. O. STODDARD 

TOBY TYLER - : JAMES OTIS 
(The book of the film “‘ Circus » Days. ) 

MR. STUBBS’ BROTHER . : : JAMES OTIS 
(A sequel to “ Toby Tyler ”) 

THE STORY OF MUSIC AnD MUSICIANS - LUCY C. LILLIE 

PRINCE LAZYBONES - - Mrs. W. J. HAYS 





Harper & Brothers, 45 Albemarle Street, W.1 











SPECIAL LIBRARY BOOKS 
zw 
Fruit and Flowers 


An Introduction to Botany 
By Constance Garlick 


Late Teacher of Nature Study University College School 
Illustrated from Nature by Margaret Fuller 


21s. net 


On the Road to Hell 


An Historical Novel 
By Charles Brumm 


7s.6d. net 


London: THE C. W. DANIEL COMPANY 
Graham House, Tudor Street, E.C.4 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Vibert (Lionel) THE RARE Books OF FREEMASONRY. 8vo, pp. 42, 
cloth. Bookman’s Journal, London, 1923. 6s. net. 

An interesting account of the earlier works issued by and about the Free- 
masons from the Constitutions of 1722, believed to be the first book published 
on the subject. Many of the works exist in one copy only, and the library 
owning the rarities is generally quoted. A valuable addition to the biblio- 


graphy of the Craft. 
GENERAL. 


Beman (Lamar T.) CURRENT PROBLEMS IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. 
(Handbook Series.) Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 542. New York, 
H. W. Wilson Co. (London, Grafton and Co.), 1923. 12s. net. 

The subject of this work speaks for itself. There are four main sections, 
dealing respectively with a general discussion of City Government, Municipal 

Home Rule, The Commission Plan and The City Manager Plan. In each 

part there is reproduced the best that has been written on the subject and a 

classified bibliography. 

Bloomfield (Daniel) PROBLEMS IN PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. 
(Modern Executive’s Library.) Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 558. 
New York, H. W Wilson Co. (London, Grafton and Co.). 1923. 
20s. net. 


This volume deals with the administration of human relationships in 
organization. Industry is beginning to recognize its problems and the facts 
here set forth will help to a better understanding of the causes of the instability 
of Labour and the ways of overcoming the economic waste. 


Loti (Pierre) A TALE oF Britrany. Translated from the French 
by W. P. Baines. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 302. With coloured 
plates by Mortimer Menpes. T. Werner Laurie, Ltd., 1923. 
10s. 6d. net. 

This volume is issued uniformly with nine others by the same author. 
The original, Mon Frére Yves, is well known, and this rendering of it into 
English should prove a very popular addition to any library. Loti dedicated 
the book to Alphonse Daudet, who inspired him with the idea of writing the 
life story of a sailor and of putting into the work “ the immense monotony 
of the sea.”’ : 


Loder (J. de V.) THE TRUTH ABOUT MESOPOTAMIA, PALESTINE, 
AND Syria. With a foreword by Lord Robert Cecil. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 222. Geo. Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 


The author, while working for the League of Nations Union, obtained 
the idea of his book which is an attempt to supply a background for the dis- 
cussion of the application of the ideas of which the League is the expression 
to former territories of the Ottoman Empire. He deals remarkably fairly 
with such questions as Arab Pledges, Zionism and Mandates, questions of 
special importance to Great Britain in view of this country’s responsibilities 
in Palestine and Mesopotamia. 


Papini (Giovanni) FouR AND TWENTY MINDs. Essays selected and 
translated by Ernest Hatch Wilkins. Cloth, demy 8vo, pp. 320. 
London, Geo. G. Harrap, 1923. 10s. 6d. net. 

The twenty-fourth chapter of this book of portraits is an essay by the 
author on himself and his book, in which he explains that not all his essays 
are destructive in tendency but that some of the pages are so steeped in affec- 
tion and so warm with love “ that it is hard to believe them written by the 
same murderous hand that wrote the other pages.”” Indeed the famous 
author of “ The Story of Christ” has here presented some very trenchant 
portraits which cover a large field, commencing with Dante and Leonardo da 
Vinci, continuing with Spencer, Schiller, Hegel, Nietzsche, Walt Whitman, 
and Croce, and concluding amongst others with Cervantes, Calderon, and 
Maeterlinck. 
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PART III. OF SONNENSCHEIN’S 


THE BEST BOOKS. 


Third Edition. Quarto, pp. 606. 81/6 net (ready 
This Part includes :—CLASS F: General History, Pmt wy J — | of Antiquity, 
of the — Ages, of Modern Europe, of Asia, of South Afri: tralia, of America. 
CLASS G: —) — uities, Special Antiquities (Lake-dwelines, — vg hy 


etc.), Genealogy and Her , Costume, Autographs, Stamps, Flags, etc. 

Part I., 466 pp.; Part II., 600 pp. Each 14/- net. 

Part IV. will contain : Science; Medicine; Arts and Trades; Literature; Philology. With 

Authors and Subject INDEX to the whole. (Jan., 1924 

“ This indispensable work. . . . a work which will be constantly consulted in all parts of 

the world.” — Times Litt. Supp. 

“ Monumental in the best sense. It stands out on the Soomey teas ~ “em It covers every 
subject, and tells us where everything is to be found.” —Pall M. 





A New Series appealing especially to Librarians. Definitive Editions of out-of-the-way books 
not otherwise accessible. 


The Broadway Translations 


Each with a full Introduction. Cr. 8vo, quarter vellum, leather label. 7/6 net; “‘ double” 

volumes, 12/6 net. Occasionally illustrated. 

“ There are few libraries that will not be the richer for the volumes in The Broadway Trans- 
lations series."’"— Daily News. 

“An admirable eagueatine. The selections are excellent. Each of the books is thoroughly 
worth while to have in English dress. They are attractively got up, and are supplied with adequate 
Introductions and Notes.” — Outlook. 


The first volumes are :— 

THE GIRDLE OF APHRODITE. F. A. WRIGHT, M.A. (The Fifth Book of the Palatine 
Anthology.) Introduction (32 pp.) on Love im Greek Literature, etc. 

“ The joyous work of a really gifted translator ; it has the force and delicacy of our Caroline 

ics.”"—Morning Post. 

ALCIPHRON’S LETTERS FROM yp AND TOWN. F. A. WRIGHT, M.A. Introduction 
(36 pp.) on The Beginnings of Romance. 

“A second-century Sterne.”— Times Litt Supp. “ The Alciphron of our day would be a best- 
seller ; and, thanks to Prof. Wright and The Broadway Translations, Alciphron is now completely 
of our day.’ *"—Manchester Guardian. 

MONTESQUIEU’S PERSIAN LETTERS. JOHN DAVIDSON. With four etchings by Ed. de 
Beaumont. Introduction (38 pp.): A Life of Montesquieu, with a Critical Appreciation. 
“ Its original has not only influenced all the great writers on politics, but was also a best-seller 

in its day.”— New Statesman. 

CYRANO Lo BERGERAC’S VOYAGES TO THE MOON AND THE SUN. RICHARD 
ALDINGTON. With 10 curious illustrations. Introduction (44 pp.) on Cyrano’s Life and 
Work, The Libertin Question, etc. 

A complete unexpurgated translation of this French fore-runner of Gulliver's Travels. 
VOLTAIRE’S ZADIG AND OTHER ROMANCES. H. I. WOOLF. Introduction (14 pp.) on 

Voltaire and his Religion. 

“* Surpasses in fantastic invention the strangest of the Arabian Nights.’’— New Leader. 
PETRONIUS’ SATYRICON. J. M. MITCHELL. Introduction (52 pp.) on The Book and its 

Morals, Nero, Style, etc. 

“An intimate picture of life under the Roman Empire. . . . the characters are a very 
succession of Macheaths and Filches, Pollies and Lucies. We are nearer to the heart of life than 
many a ‘ best-seller’ dares to bring us.”—Westminster Gazette 
MASTER TYLL OWLGLASS. K. R. H. MACKENZIE. With 26 illustrations by Alfred Crowquill; 

Introduction (36 pp.) on Eulenspiegel and the Folk- Books. 

To APPEAR IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 


TRAVELS OF BARON MUNCHAUSEN. W. ROSE, M.A. Illustrated. 
THREE TIBETAN MYSTERY PLAYS. Illustd. 
OVID : THE LOVER'S HANDBOOK, Ars Amatoria. F. A. WRIGHT, M.A. 
FOUR FRENCH COMEDIES OF XVIIith CENTURY. R. ALDINGTON. 
Demy 8vo. 12/6 net. 
sea tg hg Peg! OF THE TWELVE CAESARS. PHIL. HOLLAND (1606). Edited by 


ESQUEMELING'S BUCCANEERS OF AMERICA (4 Parts). 
z= SEND FOR AN 8 pp. LIST OF THE SERIES. mw 


GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS, LTD. 
LONDON 
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Van Loon (Hendrik Willem) ANcreENT Man: THE BEGINNING OF 
CrvitizaTions. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp., 208, illust. London, Geo. 
G. Harrap, 1923. 5s. net. 

“A country without a knowledge of the past is like a ship without a com- 
pass,” writes the author of this compact and informative book. His method 
is to point out in sharp and pithy sentences many of the differences in con- 
ditions and usages in prehistoric ages and to-day, thus giving a birds’ eye view 
of the improvements which have taken place during the growth of civilisation. 
In one respect he admits we are quite as ignorant as the most primitive of 
men, since we still do not know where we came from. But we can learn from 
this work much that concerned primitive man and facts about the Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Jews, Egyptians and Phoenicians. 


FICTION. 


Wright (H. B.) THe MINE witH THE IRon Door. 8vo, cloth, 
339 pages, coloured frontispiece. D. Appleton and Co., 
1923. 7s. 6d. net. 

In this his latest work the author deals with the wild life of the mining 
fraternity amid the beautiful mountain scenery of Arizona. He tells of two 
“ pardners "’ who have adopted a beautiful girl about whose real parentage 
there is some mystery. The heroine, as befits a pretty girl, has several lovers. 
Their adventures among the gold miners in their search for the mine with the 
iron door is full of thrilling incidents, and the mystery of the girl’s parentage 
is finally cleared up. Altogether the story is one of Mr. Wright’s best efforts. 


Byrne (Donn) THE FootisH Matrons. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 314. 
Sampson Low, Marston, 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 
The book deals with present-day life in New York and the matrimonial 


tangles of some half-dozen couples. Various vicissitudes are cleverly worked 
into one whole, though it is a slender thread which runs through the story. 
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Vernier Steel Bookstacks. 


: Patented throughout the World. : 


The Vernier is built entirely from sheet metal, neatly designed on plain 
straightforward lines, very strongly constructed, but light in weight, an impor- 
tant advantage in large libraries. 


There is no complicated or intricate mechanism to get out of order or 
cause trouble. 


The brackets which support the shelves slide easily within a slotted channel, 
and are secured by a connector which is placed in the locking position by hand. 


The Vernier Shelving is a space saver—vertically by its close adjustment 
of 4 inch—taterally by a maximum shelf fairway unobstructed at the ends. 


A Vernier is cheaper than wood, and can be supplied promptly from 


Lambert’s Library Appliances. 


The merits of my library appliances have been proved by many years’ 
service in all the principal libraries in Great Britain, and numerous librarians 
can testify to their high qualities. 


CARD CHARGING SYSTEMS for open-access and other libraries. 


WICKET FITTINGS for hanging and controlling open-access wickets and 
other doors. Also “ underfloor ’’ working to cross passages, etc. 


— BOOK-HOLDERS AND BOOK-CARRIERS for table or 
sneil. 


“* SIMPLEX "’ NEWSPAPER RODS. The approved modern fitting. 
“‘ SIMPLEX” PERIODICAL CLIPS, the handiest fastening. 
REVOLVING HOLDERS for illustrated periodicals. 


** SIMPLEX ’’ FASTENERS for directories, magazines, bound catalogues’ 
and other book-form publications. 


STEPS AND HANDLES. Always ready for use, but not in the way of 


passers-by. 
** SIMPLEX ”’” SHELF LABEL HOLDERS in xylonite. 


SHEAF CATALOGUES (single-screw system). The simplest and most easily 
manipulated form. Uniformity in subsequent supplies. 


Particulars and Prices upon Application. 


ARTHUR W. LAMBERT 


93 ADDISCOMBE ROAD 
CROYDON 
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THE STIRLING CONFERENCE REPORT 
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THE publication and circulation by the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trustees of the Stirling Conference Report on the Scottish Central 
Library for Students, and other matters appertaining to public 
library development, is a useful piece of work. The Conference, 
which was held in June, appears to have been a real “‘ get-together ”’ 
meeting of librarians, committee members, representatives of 
education and other bodies. In this way every aspect of the topics 
under consideration was discussed, and some valuable evidence 
was consequently gathered together. The prefatory note entitled 
“The Trustees’ New Policy” is a hopeful sign of development, 
because when all is said and done, no doubt much of the Carnegie 
Trustees’ library work has hitherto been largely experimental. 

After dealing with the Central Library for Scotland and the 
relief it will afford the similar organization in London, and the dis- 
cussion thereon, there is an interesting and valuable paper by Mr. 
E. A. Savage, the City Librarian of Edinburgh, on “ Co-operation 
between Municipal and Rural Libraries.” It is just the thoughtful 
paper one would expect from the author, and one is impressed by 
the emphasis Mr. Savage places upon “ thinking bibliographically.” 
In this respect he appears to have scored in a direction that has not 
been stressed before, and his whole article indicates a vision that 
is required in any handling of so big a topic. One is also pleased to 
find him favourable to a more elastic handling of reference stock 
in the interests of the public. 

Equally good are the weighty and considered arguments of 
Mr. Pitt, and his plea for co-operation of libraries with, rather than 
submergence under, education authorities. That ideas and plans 
towards co-ordination of library service are rapidly developing 
is very evident, and the useful discussions in the document under 
notice will prove of very real value. Probably every librarian in 
the British Isles has received a copy of the Stirling Conference 
Report. It is a duty for all not only to read and digest it but also 
make it known among those who are in any way concerned with 
public library progress. E. G. 


In connection with the proposed extension of the Scottish 
Central Library for Students we append a transcript of the official 
letter which has been sent by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust 
to the Clerks of all Scottish Burghs and Parishes maintaining a 
Free Library service, a copy of which has been forwarded to us by 
the Secretary :— 

East Port, 


DUNFERMLINE. 
September, 1923. 


1.—I am directed by the Trustees of the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust to request that you will intimate to your Public Library Committee 
their decision to extend the system known as the Scottish Central Library for 
Students (hitherto limited to rural areas) to cover towns and parishes in which 
a Public Library exists. I enclose certain papers which describe the system, 
and shall be glad to send additional copies if you require them. 


2.—My Trustees direct me to make it quite clear that all applications 
from residents in places where a Public Library rate is levied must be made 


Sir, 
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through the Librarian, or other person officially appointed by the Library 
Committee. The importance of this regulation lies in the fact that the system 
is intended to supplement the stocks of serious literature which Public Libraries 
can reasonably afford to buy—not in any way to supersede these stocks, or 
to render unnecessary the purchase of serious works in future. Books are 
lent in the first instance for one month, but may usually be retained for a 
further month if application is received three days before the month has 
expired. The Library Committee will, of course, accept responsibility for the 
safe return of the book in reasonably good condition. 


3.—As in rural areas, so in the case of libraries in very small places where 
a substantral collection of serious literature is economically impossible, the 
only charge will be that of postage (which the Library Committee may either 
pay out of library funds, or charge in part or in whole to borrowers). In the 
larger places, there will be an additional charge of 5 per cent. on the price of 
the book, accounts being rendered on March 3lst and October Ist. The 
purpose of this charge is to prevent library committees from unconsciously 
allowing their purchases of serious books to dwindle below a reasonable 
standard, and thus allowing their stocks to stagnate. 


4.—The above scheme is to hold good for a year (from October Ist, 1923) 
by which time the Trustees and Library Committee will be in a position to 
judge whether it is sound from all points of view, or needs modification. 


5.—I should further explain that the Trustees buy books as required. 
The brief list of books which is given as an appendix to one of the two pam- 
phiets is, therefore, not a catalogue of the books which are available, but only 
a list of the books actually applied for and purchased for rural borrowers up 
to the date of the publication of the pamphlet. It is, therefore, to be taken 
solely as a guide to the kind of book which the Central Library is designed 
to supply. Fiction and juvenile books are, of course, excluded. Books in 
foreign languages are not provided unless there is no adequate English book on 
the subject. The latest authoritative work is supplied, as a rule, in preference 
to books which, having been superseded, have a merely antiquarian interest. 
Ordinary text-books are not supplied. Works costing less than 6s. are excluded 
on the ground that some minimum limit must be imposed, and books costing 
less than this sum are not as a rule of the calibre which the library is destined 
to supply. I should further explain that the term “Student” is to be under- 
stood in its wide sense as denoting all adults who are studying serious subjects. 
Books ordinarily required by pupils in schools and colleges are rarely supplied, 
since it is generally to be assumed that they should possess their own text- 
books or borrow them from the libraries of the institutions in which they are 
studying. 

6.—The Trustees necessarily reserve to themselves sole discretion as to 
whether any given book comes within the purview of their scheme. It will 
be found, however, once the scope of the scheme is understood, that few 
applications will be refused. 

7.—Librarians will be required to certify in each case that :— 

(1) The applicant is bona fide entitled to borrow books from the 
local public library ; 

(2) The book required is not in stock or likely to be added in the 
near future. 

8.—Duplicate copies of books in large demand are readily bought as 
required. In other cases when a book is on loan, readers will be asked to wait 
till it is returned. If, therefore, a book is urgently required for immediate 
study, librarians should certify that even a month’s delay would make the 
book useless. 

9.—Should your Library Committee intimate the desire to make use of 
the above offer, you will be informed (see para. 3 above) whether the 5 per cent. 
contribution will be required, or whether the Trustees have seen their way to 
giving the free supply (except for cost of postage) which obtains in strictly 
rural areas. 

10.—Payments due to the Trustees may be made quarterly, half-yearly 
or yearly, as your Library Committee may prefer. 


Yours faithfully. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


HouGHTON STREET, 
AtpwycH, Lonpon, W.C.2. 
The Eprtor, Library World. September 26th, 1923. 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ECONOMICS. 
DEAR SIR, 

The London School of Economics has in mind the preparation 
and publication of a complete subject catalogue of all the treatises 
and pamphlets in the library of the School. The need of such a 
printed work has long been felt, and the publication of a catalogue 
of what is the largest library of its kind in the world would, it is 
hoped, be an invaluable help to the study of economics, politics, 
social science, modern history and all the other branches of study 
represented in the library. Excluding official publications, the 
number of works indexed would amount to not fewer than 250,000 
in various languages. The entries would be arranged in alphabetical 
(dictionary) order, with adequate cross references. 


The compilation and printing of such a work would, it is 
estimated, cost a sum of from £7,000 to £10,000, and could not be 
attempted unless an adequate number of subscribers could be 
assured. It is confidently felt that the catalogue would be indis- 
pensable in any library which includes economic theory and history, 
commerce, finance, transport and political science, or any of these 
subjects, within its province. It is contemplated that the sub- 
scription price of the work should be fixed at about {4 4s. per copy 
if promised subscriptions for not less than 2,000 copies could be 
obtained. While the School is not in a position at the moment to 
invite definite subscriptions, I should be glad to know as soon as 
possible the names of probable subscribers. The determination to 
proceed with the scheme will depend on the response to this request. 


Yours faithfully, 
W. H. BeEveripceE, Director. 
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LIBRARY BINDERS. 


: THE STANDARD BINDING. :: 


All Books bound by us are now guaranteed. 


Any book proving defective in wear will 
be re-bound free of charge. 


Trained staff constantly employed on Binding 
Lending, Magazine, and Reference Books. 


—— Prices and samples on application. —— 
Prompt Service. Carriage Paid. 


Send for New List of Popular Fiction 
supplied in Riley's Standard Binding. 
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NOTE ADDRESS : 


B. RILEY & GO. LTD., Fox St., Huddersfield. 











LIBRARIANS 7ei.050°.:"sccus* " 
Purchase of Books .... 
should pay a visit to 


DAY’S LIBRARY, LTD. 


96 Mount Street, Park Lane, London, W.1 


and inspect their «xtensive stock of 


Up-to-Date Clean Second-Hand Works of Biography, 
Travel and Fiction, etc. 


Sale Lists as issued may be had regularly upon application. 








REPLACEMENTS 





Librarians are invited to send us their Want Lists of Fiction and 
Javeniles and we challenge comparison on both CONDITION 
and PRICE. 


Our Speciality—‘' Out-of-Prints’’ at Reasonable Prices 


J. PRESTON & CO., Library Booksellers 
77 Clapham Park Road - LONDON, S.W.4 
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